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ARMY SIGNAL CORPS—SUBVERSION AND
ESPIONAGE

[EDITOR’S NOTE.—Sidney Glassman testified in public session on December 16,
1953. Joseph H. Percoff (1908-1986) and Louise Sarant (1923-1997) testified in
public on December 11. David Ayman (1907-1999), Lawrence Friedman, Elba Chase
Nelson (1889-1967), Herbert S. Bennett, Norman Levinson (1912-1975), Lawrence
Aguimbau, and Perry Seay did not testify in public.]

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1953

U.S. SENATE,
SENATE PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS
OF THE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS,
New York, NY.

The subcommittee met at 10:30 a.m., pursuant to recess, in room
29, Federal Building, New York, Senator Joseph R. McCarthy
(chairman) presiding.

Present: Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, Republican, Wisconsin.

Present also: Roy M. Cohn, chief counsel; Francis Carr, staff di-
rector; Daniel G. Buckley, assistant counsel; Harold Rainville, ad-
ministrative assistant to Senator Dirksen; and Robert Jones, re-
search assistant to Senator Potter.

Present also: John Adams, counselor to the Secretary of the De-
partment of the Army; and Maj. Gen. Kirke B. Lawton.

The CHAIRMAN. Will you stand and be sworn? In this matter now
in hearing before this committee, do you solemnly swear to tell the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I do.

The CHAIRMAN. Will you give the reporter your full name?

TESTIMONY OF SIDNEY GLASSMAN (ACCOMPANIED BY HIS
COUNSEL, VICTOR ABRAMOWITZ)

Mr. GLASSMAN. Sidney Glassman.

The CHAIRMAN. And how long since you worked in the Signal
Corps Lab?

Mr. GLASSMAN. Excuse me. Where?

The CHAIRMAN. How long since you worked for the Signal Corps?

Mr. GLASSMAN. For the Signal Corps?

The CHAIRMAN. Yes.

Mr. GLASSMAN. I am sorry.

The CHAIRMAN. Have you ever worked for the Signal Corps?

Mr. GLAssSMAN. I worked for the Signal Corps Procurement Dis-
trict.

The CHAIRMAN. When was that?

Mr. GLASSMAN. In 1942,

The CHAIRMAN. You started in 19427

Mr. GLASSMAN. That is right.

(2729)
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The CHAIRMAN. Will you speak a little louder? I can not hear
you.

Mr. GLASSMAN. I started in February 1942.

The CHAIRMAN. And you worked from February ’42 until when?

Mr. GLAasSMAN. Until about October 1942.

The CHAIRMAN. And then did you quit, or were you discharged?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I quit to go into the army.

The CHAIRMAN. And what branch of the army were you in?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I was in the Signal Corps.

The CHAIRMAN. In the Signal Corps in the army. And were you
in as a civilian employee?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I don’t quite understand.

The CHAIRMAN. Were you a civilian, when you were in the army?

Mr. GLAsSMAN. No. I was a member of the armed forces.

The CHAIRMAN. What was your rank?

Mr. GLASSMAN. You mean my last rank, I presume?

The CHAIRMAN. When you went in.

Mr. GLASSMAN. Sergeant. I was a sergeant when I was dis-
charged.

The CHAIRMAN. You went in as what?

Mr. GLASSMAN. As a private.

The CHAIRMAN. You were discharged as a private?

Mr. GLASSMAN. Yes.

The CHAIRMAN. And when were you discharged?

Mr. GLASSMAN. In December of 1944.

The CHAIRMAN. Where were you stationed?

Mr. GLASSMAN. For most of my time, I was stationed in England,
and the last part of my army career prior to the time I was wound-
ed was in Normandy.

The CHAIRMAN. And you were wounded in 1944, were you?

Mr. GLASSMAN. That is right, in July.

The CHAIRMAN. In July. And you were discharged in December
of ’44?

Mr. GLASSMAN. That is right.

The CHAIRMAN. An honorable discharge?

Mr. GLASSMAN. Yes, it was a CDD.

The CHAIRMAN. Pardon?

Mr. GLAassMAN. A CDD.

The CHAIRMAN. What is a CDD?

Mr. GLASSMAN. Because of my wounds.

The CHAIRMAN. And then where did you go to work?

Mr. GLAssMAN. I went to school.

The CHAIRMAN. Where did you go to school?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I went to school at Columbia University.

The CHAIRMAN. Columbia. And what courses did you take there?
What did you major in?

Mr. GLASSMAN. Economics and statistics.

The CHAIRMAN. Economics and statistics. And when did you
leave Columbia?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I left in about August of 1946, though I still took
a course or two at night after that.

The CHAIRMAN. Did you go back to work for the government
then?
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Mr. GLASSMAN. No, I did not. I worked for about a month during
the summer for a professor, doing some statistical work for him. I
think he was doing some labor statistics for the government.

The CHAIRMAN.
Mr. GLASSMAN.
The CHAIRMAN.
Mr. GLASSMAN.
The CHAIRMAN.
Mr. GLASSMAN.
The CHAIRMAN.
Mr. GLASSMAN.
The CHAIRMAN.
Mr. GLASSMAN.
The CHAIRMAN.
Mr. GLASSMAN.
The CHAIRMAN.

That was professor who?

His name was Hsu, I believe.

How do you spell that?

H-s-u.

What is his first name?

I don’t recall. I think it was Francis.

Was he Chinese?

I think so.

He was Chinese?

I think he was.

Was he a member of the Communist party?
I decline to answer that, on the basis
Will you speak up a little louder?

Mr. GLAasSMAN. I decline to answer that on the basis of the privi-
lege under the Fifth Amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. Then was this professor doing work for the gov-
ernment?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I think he was.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you know what branch of the government he
was working for?

Mr. GrassMAN. No. He was doing some labor work, labor re-
search statistics, for something, but I don’t recall exactly for what
branch.

Ths CHAIRMAN. And you worked for him for about one month, in
19467

Mr. GLASSMAN. No, I think it was 1945.

The CHAIRMAN. That is while you were still going to school?

Mr. GLASSMAN. That is right.

The CHAIRMAN. What did you get paid for that work?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I don’t recall the exact amount, but I think the
rate was at a P-2 salary at that time.

The CHAIRMAN. And after you left school, where did you go to
work?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I went to work for the United Nations.

The CHAIRMAN. And what branch, what department, what agen-
cy?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I was in economic affairs.

The CHAIRMAN. Who recommended you for that job?

Mr. GLASSMAN. May I consult with counsel?

The CHAIRMAN. Certainly.

[Mr. Glassman confers with Mr. Abramowitz.]

Mr. GLASSMAN. I don’t know if I had any direct recommenda-
tions. I had a number of letters from various professors that one
normally gets when you get out of school.

The CHAIRMAN. What professors?

Mr. GLASSMAN. Professor Goodrich.

The CHAIRMAN. He is from Columbia?

Mr. GLASSMAN. Yes. Professor Mills.

The CHAIRMAN. Mills?

Mr. GLASSMAN. Yes. I think there was also one—I don’t know
whether he was a professor. Eastwood.



The CHAIRMAN
Mr. GLASSMAN
The CHAIRMAN
Mr. GLASSMAN
The CHAIRMAN
Mr. GLASSMAN
The CHAIRMAN
Mr. GLASSMAN
The CHAIRMAN
Mr. GLASSMAN
The CHAIRMAN
Mr. GLASSMAN
The CHAIRMAN
Mr. GLASSMAN
The CHAIRMAN

of the Communis

Mr. GLASSMAN

2732

. Eastwood.

. I don’t recall any others.

. What was Goodrich’s first name?

. Carter, I believe.

. C-a-r-t-e-r?

. Yes.

. And what was Mills’ first name?

. I don’t know, I think it was F.

. And Eastwood? Where does he work?

. He is at Columbia, too.

. He is a teacher?

. Yes, I believe he is.

. You do not know his first name, do you?

. I don’t recall his first name.

. Now, was Goodrich known to you to be a member
t party?

. I decline to answer that, on the basis of the privi-

lege under the Fifth Amendment.

The CHAIRMAN.
Mr. GLASSMAN.
The CHAIRMAN.
Mr. GLASSMAN.
The CHAIRMAN.
Mr. GLASSMAN.
The CHAIRMAN.
Mr. GLASSMAN.
The CHAIRMAN.
Mr. GLASSMAN.
The CHAIRMAN.
Mr. GLASSMAN.
The CHAIRMAN.
Mr. GLASSMAN.
The CHAIRMAN.

Mr. GLASSMAN

How about Mills?

On the same grounds.

How about Eastwood?

On the same grounds.

Then how long did you work in the UN?
About six years.

From ’46 until when? ’52?

Yes. I believe it was until *52.

What time in ’52 did you leave the UN?

I think it was in December.

December of last year?

Yes.

What salary were you getting in the UN?
In ’52? I think it was about $8,500 gross.
Was that tax-exempt?

. No. Well, my net salary was around $6,000-some-

thing, on which I paid taxes, and for which the UN reimbursed me.

The CHAIRMAN. In other words, the UN paid you for whatever
taxes you paid; is that right? So that when you arrive at a figure
of $8,500, you take your $6,000 and add to that whatever they re-
imbursed you? Is that how you arrived at the figure of $8,500?

Mr. GLASSMAN. No, there was a UN tax assessment, that brought
you down to $6,000.

The CHAIRMAN. Were you a member of the Communist party
while you were in the Army Signal Corps?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I decline to answer that, on the basis of my privi-
lege under the Fifth Amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. Were you engaged in espionage while you were
in the Army Signal Corps?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I was not.

The CHAIRMAN. You were not engaged in any espionage?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I was not.

The CHAIRMAN. Did you ever remove any classified material from
the Army Signal Corps?

Mr. GLASSMAN. First of all, what do you mean by “classified ma-
terial”?



2733

The CHAIRMAN. What do you think I mean? You have been in the
Signal Corps handling it.

Mr. GLASSMAN. I never said that I handled any material. I don’t
know what you mean, but if you mean secret material

The CHAIRMAN. Then we will explain to you. Either secret, con-
fidential, or restricted.

Mr. GLASSMAN. No, I don’t think I ever did.

The CHAIRMAN. You do not think you ever handled any classified
material?

Mr. GLASSMAN. No.

The CHAIRMAN. How about when you were preparing the mate-
rial for the Chinese Communist professor? Did you handle classi-
fied material there?

[Mr. Abramowitz confers with Mr. Glassman.]

Mr. GLASSMAN. I never testified that anybody was a Chinese
Communist professor.

The CHAIRMAN. Well, let us drop the “Communist” and say: when
you were working for the Chinese professor, Francis Hsu.

Mr. GLASSMAN. I never was aware of any confidential material.

The CHAIRMAN. You did not see anything that was stamped “con-
fidential,” “secret,” “restricted”?

Mr. GLASSMAN. Not that I can recall.

The CHAIRMAN. When you were working in the UN, did you have
access to any confidential, secret, or restricted material?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I don’t know of any confidential material at the
UN.

The CHAIRMAN. I did not get your answer.

Mr. GLASSMAN. I said, I don’t know of any confidential material
at the UN. Most all the stuff I worked on were public reports.

The CHAIRMAN. Why did you leave the UN?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I was terminated, in December.

The CHAIRMAN. I see. And what were the grounds of your termi-
nation? I am not asking you whether the charges against you were
true or not. I am just asking you what the charges were, the basis
upon which you were terminated.

Mr. GLASSMAN. I was terminated for declining to answer certain
questions before a congressional committee.

The CHAIRMAN. Did you refuse to answer whether you were an
espionage agent at that time?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I don’t think I was ever asked that question.

The CHAIRMAN. If you were, you answered that question, did
you?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I am sorry. I didn’t quite understand.

The CHAIRMAN. If you were asked whether you were an espio-
nage agent, did you answer the question?

Mr. GrassMAN. I think you asked me something similar to that
previously, just before.

The CHAIRMAN. We are not talking about the grounds for your
being discharged from the UN. You said you refused to answer cer-
tain questions before a congressional committee.

Mr. GLASSMAN. That was not one of the questions that was asked
me.

The CHAIRMAN. I see. Okay, were you engaged in espionage at
any time over the past ten years?
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Mr. GLASSMAN. No.

The CHAIRMAN. The answer is “no”? Did you ever associate with
individuals whom you knew or had reason to suspect were engaged
in espionage?

Mr. GLASSMAN. May I consult with counsel?

The CHAIRMAN. Certainly.

[Mr. Glassman confers with Mr. Abramowitz.]

Mr. GLASSMAN. I don’t think so.

The CHAIRMAN. You don’t think so?

Mr. GLASSMAN. As far as I know.

The CHAIRMAN. Your answer is that as far as you know, you
have not been associated in the past ten years with anyone whom
you knew or had reason to suspect was engaged in espionage?

Mr. GLAssMAN. That is right.

The CHAIRMAN. Is that correct?

Mr. GLASSMAN. That is right.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you know anyone who has been engaged in
espionage, to your knowledge?

Mr. GLASSMAN. No.

The CHAIRMAN. The answer is “no”?

Mr. GLASSMAN. “No.”

The CHAIRMAN. Do you know anyone that you suspect might
have been engaged in espionage?

Mr. GLAsSMAN. No. I don’t think I would.

dThe? CHAIRMAN. Are you a member of the Communist party as of
today?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I decline to answer that question, on the basis of
the privilege of the Fifth Amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. Is it your opinion that the Communist party ad-
vocates the overthrow of this government by force and violence?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I decline to answer that question, on the same
grounds.

The CHAIRMAN. Have you ever engaged in any activities which,
in your opinion, were a violation of any of our laws, the laws of this
country, in connection with any Communist party activities or
membership in the Communist party?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I decline to answer that question, on the basis of
my privilege under the Fifth Amendment.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Glassman, are you a citizen of the United States?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I am.

Mr. JONES. As a citizen, would you oppose any group advocating
the overthrow of this government?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I would decline to answer that question, on the
grounds of the Fifth Amendment.

Mr. JONES. You served in the army?

Mr. GLASSMAN. Yes, I did.

Mr. JoNES. While a member of the army, you opposed a group
advocating the overthrow of this government.

Mr. GLASSMAN. Do you mean Nazi Germany?

Mr. JONES. The enemy, yes.

Mr. GLAsSSMAN. Yes. I fought in the war.

Mr. JoNES. Now, you say under the Fifth Amendment you refuse
to answer at the present time whether you would oppose any group
that would overthrow the government?
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Mr. GLASSMAN. I stand on the Fifth Amendment.

Mr. JoONES. Does the Communist party, in your mind, advocate
the violent overthrow of this government?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I stand on the Fifth Amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. Did you ever, to your knowledge, see or handle
any classified material, government documents? By “classified,” I
mean restricted, secret, or confidential.

Mr. GLASSMAN. Not that I can remember.

The CHAIRMAN. After you left the UN, where did you go to work?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I went into a manufacturing business.

The CHAIRMAN. Pardon?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I went into a manufacturing business.

The CHAIRMAN. What business is that?

Mr. GLASSMAN. Furniture manufacturing.

The CHAIRMAN. Furniture? What is the name of that company?

Mr. GLASSMAN. It is the Herrschaft Products.

The CHAIRMAN. How do you spell that?

Mr. GLAsSMAN. H-e-r-r-s-c-h-a-f-t.

The CHAIRMAN. Who were your partners in that, if any?

Mr. GLASSMAN. Well, it is a corporation. I suppose you would like
to know the officers of the corporation?

The CHAIRMAN. Yes.

Mr. GLASSMAN. Mr. Herrrschaft, myself, and my wife are the offi-
cers of the corporation.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you have a family?

Mr. GLASSMAN. Yes, I do.

The CHAIRMAN. How old is the oldest one?

Mr. GLASSMAN. The oldest? You mean child, I suppose?

The CHAIRMAN. The oldest child.

Mr. GLASSMAN. About four.

The CHAIRMAN. Has your wife ever worked for the government?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I don’t think so.

[Mr. Glassman confers with Mr. Abramowitz.]

Mr. GLASSMAN. Except that she was in the armed forces.

The CHAIRMAN. Was she a WAC?

Mr. GLASSMAN. She was a WAC.

The CHAIRMAN. You took an oath when you entered the army to
uphold the Constitution of the United States. Did you feel then
that you would uphold the Constitution, or did you feel that this
government should be destroyed by force and violence?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I decline to answer that.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you have any brothers or sisters?

Mr. GLASSMAN. Yes, I do.

The CHAIRMAN. Will you name them?

Mr. GLASSMAN. I have two sisters.

The CHAIRMAN. And what are their names?

Mr. GLASSMAN. Sylvia and Doris.

The CHAIRMAN. Is their last name the same as yours now?

Mr. GLASSMAN. No, they are not.

The CHAIRMAN. What are their names?

Mr. GLASSMAN. Doris Lesansky

The CHAIRMAN. Let me ask you first: Is either of them now work-
ing for the government?

Mr. GLassMAN. No.
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The CHAIRMAN. Have either of them worked for the government?

Mr. GLASSMAN. Not that I know of.

The CHAIRMAN. Are they married now?

Mr. GLASSMAN. Yes.

The CHAIRMAN. You need not bother with their names. You are
pretty sure they have not worked for the government. They have
not worked for the government to your knowledge?

Mr. GLASSMAN. That is right.

The CHAIRMAN. And how many brothers do you have?

Mr. GLAsSSMAN. I don’t have any brothers.

The CHAIRMAN. Are your mother and dad living?

Mr. GLASSMAN. Yes.

The CHAIRMAN. Are they working for the government, or have
they?

Mr. GLASSMAN. No.

The CHAIRMAN. Is your wife a member of the Communist party

[Mr. Abramowitz confers with Mr. Glassman.]

Mr. GLASSMAN. I decline to answer that question.

The CHAIRMAN. Was she a member before you married her?

[Mr. Abramowitz confers with Mr. GLASSMAN.]

Mr. GLASSMAN. I decline to answer, on the basis of the Fifth
Amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. On the basis of the Fifth Amendment. I assume
you declined to answer the first question on the basis of the mar-
riage relationship. Is that correct? Or the Fifth Amendment?

Mr. GLASSMAN. Both, I think.

The CHAIRMAN. Both. You had no connection with the Signal
Corps, then, since December of 1944?

Mr. GLASSMAN. That is right.

The CHAIRMAN. Would you stand and be sworn?

In the matter now in hearing do you solemnly swear that the tes-
timony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth, so help you God?

TESTIMONY OF DAVID AYMAN

Mr. AYMAN. Yes, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. May we have your full name for the record?

Mr. AYMAN. David Ayman, A-y-m-a-n. 1612 Lincoln Place, Brook-
lyn.

Mr. CoHN. Now, Mr. Ayman, were you ever in the Signal Corps?

Mr. AYMAN. Yes, sir.

Mr. CoHN. In what year?

Mr. AYMAN. 1942 to 1946. Let me clarify that. I was in the Sig-
nal Corps but in the last year I was attached to the air force.

Mr. CoHN. You were in the Signal Corps but from 1945 to 1946
you were attached to the air force?

Mr. AYMAN. That is right.

Mr. CoHN. Were you stationed at Fort Monmouth?

Mr. AYMAN. Yes, sir.

Mr. ConN. For how long a period of time?

Mr. AYMAN. Two years: 1942 to 1944.

Mr. COHN. Where were you stationed when in the air force?

Mr. AYMAN. Hawaii.

Mr. CoHN. Where did you work down at Monmouth?
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Mr. AYMAN. I was working in Officer Candidate School.

Mr. CoHN. For two years?

Mr. AYMAN. I was drafted in April 1942. I took my basic training,
three or four weeks specialized training, then was sent to Officers
Candidate School and I got a commission in October, approxi-
mately, 1942 and then I was assigned to instruct at OCS. That was
the first assignment.

Mr. CoHN. What do you do now?

Mr. AYMAN. I am a school teacher.

Mr. ConN. Do you teach at the Samuel Tilden High School?

Mr. AYMAN. Yes, sir.

Mr. ConN. For how long a period of time?

Mr. AYMAN. I have been at Samuel Tilden since 1936.

Mr. CoHN. You have taught there continuously since 1936?

Mr. AYMAN. Except time in the army or leave of absence for offi-
cial business.

Mr. CoHN. Have you ever been a member of the Communist
party?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

Mr. COHN. Are you a member of the Teachers Union?!

Mr. AYMAN. Yes, sir.

Mr. CoHN. Have you ever been associated with any Communists
in the Teachers Union?

Mr. AYMAN. Bella Dodd is a Communist.2 That is the only one
officially I would know. I know no other one of my own knowledge.

Mr. CoHN. Do you have reasonable grounds to believe there are
others who are Communists?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

Mr. CoOHN. In other words, with the exception of Bella Dodd, you
have never known a person you believed to be a Communist in the
Teachers Union. Is that right?

Mr. AYMAN. That is right, sir.

Mr. CoHN. Did you ever represent any teachers, Teachers Union
members, with the New York Board of Education in any respect?

Mr. AYMAN. Yes, sir.

Mr. CoHBN. When was that?

Mr. AymaN. I represented some people before Moskoff, who does
some work for the Board of Education. He is the counsel for the
committee for the Board of Education interrogating individuals, I
presume, on the basis of information he has about them.

Mr. COHN. And you represented some of those persons?

Mr. AYMAN. As teacher-advisor.

Mr. CoHN. Were any of those persons Communists?

Mr. AYMAN. None of them ever told me they were Communists
and I never asked them.

Mr. ConN. Did any of them claim the Fifth Amendment when
questioned?

1Accused of Communist leanings, the Teachers Union of New York was expelled from the
American Federation of Teachers in 1940 and affiliated with the United Public Workers of
America, a CIO union. In 1952 and 1953 it was investigated by the Senate Internal Security
Subcommittee.

2Dr. Bella V. Dodd (1904-1969) served as legislative representative for the Teachers Union
from 1938 to 1944, before formally joining the Communist party and being elected to its national
committee. She was expelled from the party in 1949, and later discussed her experiences in tes-
timony before the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee and in an autobiography, School of
Darkness (New York: P.J. Kenedy, 1954).
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Mr. AymaN. No. The Fifth Amendment was not claimed in my
presence.

Mr. ConN. Was the Fifth Amendment ever claimed?

Mr. AYMAN. No, not while I was there.

Mr. CoHN. I don’t care whether you were there. Did you ever
hear that any of those persons you represented as teacher-advisor
claimed the Fifth Amendment?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir. I never heard it.

Mr. CoHN. How many people did you so represent?

Mr. AYMAN. Eight or ten.

Mr. CoHN. What are their names?

Mr. AyMAN. Let’s see. The last one was Lee Naguid. That is the
last one I represented. The one before that was Louis Auerbach.
Another one I represented was Samuel Chapman. The other names
don’t occur to me at the moment. Those are the last three.

One other, Mr. Klein. I don’t know what his first name is.

Mr. CoHN. Were any of those teachers suspended as a result of
the hearing before Mr. Moskoff?

Mr. AYMAN. Yes, sir. One, Auerbach. I didn’t represent Mr.
Auerbach before Mr. Moskoff, when he appeared. I represented Mr.
Auerbach before Mr. Perch.

11VIr. CoHN. Now, how many of these were suspended as a re-
sult——

Mr. AYMAN. The only one I know, can think of, is Mr. Auerbach.
The others have not been suspended.

Mr. CoBN. Why was Mr. Auerbach suspended?

Mr. AymMAN. He refused to answer any questions that Mr. Perch
asked him.

Mr. ConN. Didn’t he claim the Fifth Amendment?

Mr. AyMAN. He refused to answer questions concerning Com-
munist party membership.

Mr. CoHN. He refused to answer questions concerning Com-
munist party membership?

Mr. AYMAN. Yes.

Mr. CoHN. Did that give you reasonable grounds to believe he
was a Communist?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

Mr. CoHN. You don’t think somebody who refuses to answer the
question of whether or not they are a Communist, you don’t think
that furnishes reasonable grounds to believe that person is a Com-
munist?

Mr. AYMAN. It is hard for me to make a judgment of a thing like
that. There are things a person may believe in. He may feel this
type of thing doesn’t involve this type of activity.

Mr. CoHnN. Do you believe Communists should teach in the New
York school system?

Mr. AYMAN. I believe a person ought to be judged.

Mr. CoHN. Do you believe a Communist party member should
teach in the New York City school system? That is a very simple
question. Just answer “yes” or “no.”

Mr. AvymaAN. Well, my own feeling about this, that answer is not
quite as simple as you put it.

Mr. COHN. Answer “yes” or “no,” then you can make any expla-
nation you care to give us.
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Mr. AYMAN. My answer would be “yes,” provided, of course, this
person did not engage in activities in the school system in which
he used his position to officially propagandize for the Communist
party or any other group.

Mr. CoHN. Do you think that a member of the Communist party
would not use any position he held to propagandize and attempt
in every way to aid the cause of the Communist party?

Mr. AvyMAN. Well, I would say this. Any person who believed
strongly in any position he held, it might be possible for him, not
necessarily and I believe necessarily that he would not actually use
his position to do that. It is possible for him to do that.

Mr. CoHN. Do you believe it is possible for a Communist party
member not to use any position he holds?

Mr. AYMAN. I wouldn’t be in a position to answer that?

Mr. CoHN. I think you should be. You are teaching children in
the public schools in New York.

Mr. AymaN. My function as advisor was to see that these people
don’t get rattled. I am not legal counsel. I can give them no legal
advice. They wanted somebody to go up there and make sure they
were represented.

The CHAIRMAN. Is it your position that a man who is a member
of the Communist party should not be barred from a teaching job
unless it is first proven that he is using his membership-unless it
is proved he is teaching communism to his students?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir. That was not my position.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you think that mere membership in the Com-
munist party and nothing else should bar him from teaching?

Mr. AYMAN. Off-hand, I would say no.

The CHAIRMAN. You would say it takes more than that?

Mr. AYMAN. That is my opinion. My feeling is this.

The CHAIRMAN. What more would it take?

Mr. AYMAN. Some act, some either technical act as a teacher in
the classroom or in connection with the school system which he
used to actually propagandize in one form or another about this
proposition that should cause him to be eliminated.

The CHAIRMAN. You realize the more clever the Communist is,
the less possibility of catching him in the acts?

Mr. AYMAN. That is possible.

The CHAIRMAN. You might catch the dumb ones, but the clever
ones you wouldn’t catch. You would say that unless you catch the
Communist, know that he attended Communist meetings, unless
you catch him in the overt act of propagandizing, unless you catch
hign doing something like that, you should keep him on as a teach-
er?

Mr. AyMaAN. Not only Communist, anybody else. Fascists. I be-
lieve in some other kinds of systems, the same thing is true about
those individuals as well.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you know anything about the Communist
movement?

Mr. AYMAN. Not enough to make judgment about it.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you know what is meant by being under Com-
munist party discipline?

Mr. AYyMAN. Well, in my mind, under discipline, he accepts the
dictates from the Communist party. I assume it means——
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The CHAIRMAN. Do you mean in good standing of the party and
must obey orders?

Mr. AYMAN. I can’t make such a statement. I am not a member.

The CHAIRMAN. If you were told now—witnesses have testified
over and over, witnesses the government considers reliable men,
who were active in the Communist party—Bella Dodd whom you
knew testified such is the case; that a member in good standing is
under Communist discipline and obeys orders. Would you have any
reason to doubt that? Do you have any information to the contrary?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir. I do not have information to the contrary.

The CHAIRMAN. Don’t you think a teacher, regardless of how good
a teacher he might be, should be a free agent and should not be
under the discipline of any organizations, particularly the Com-
munist party dominated by Moscow?

Mr. AYMAN. Yes, sir. I believe that not only about those but ev-
erybody else.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you still say someone under Communist party
discipline should be allowed to teach, realizing they are not free
agents, no freedom of expression but expression of the Communist
line. Do you still say you think such a man should be teaching our
children unless he is caught in the overt act?

Mr. AYMAN. My own feeling is, as I said before, that is a belief
I have. Whether it is a good belief or a bad one, it would be a ques-
tion of somebody besides myself to be able to answer.

The CHAIRMAN We are not trying to change your beliefs. We are
just curious as to what your beliefs are on communism. We are not
concerned with your other beliefs. We are concerned with your be-
lief or attitude toward the international conspiracy.

Mr. AymaN. The international conspiracy, I am not in a position
to make judgment. I am not sufficiently well acquainted with it. It
is not in my field. If it is, I think government officials knowing
these facts, being aware of it, they ought to take appropriate ac-
tion. If they can show that persons have performed acts as part of
this conspiracy, well, obviously they ought to do something about
it.

Mr. JONES. Are you married?

Mr. AYMAN. No, not now.

Mr. JONES. You were before?

Mr. AYMAN. Yes.

Mr. JoNES. Was your wife a member of the Communist party?

Mr. AYMAN. I have no way of knowing.

Mr. JONES. Do you have any children?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

Mr. JONES. I assume if you did have children you would not ob-
ject to them receiving their entire education under a Communist
teacher?

Mr. AYMAN. I wouldn’t say that.

Mr. JONES. You said it.

Mr. AYMAN. If these people were Communists and if they did not
use their position to propagandize for their beliefs, I would have no
objection to them any more than a person who is a Fascist not
using his position. I would say it was perfectly all right, American
principal. If they were using that position, then I would say that
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plerson should not be permitted to teach my children or anybody
else’s.

The CHAIRMAN. In other words, you wouldn’t object to having a
Communist teacher teach your children?

Mr. AYmMAN. No.

The CHAIRMAN Would you have any objection to having a man
convicted of rape a number of times, even though be was not
caught committing rape in the classroom

Mr. AYMAN. I don’t think you can make that comparison. I as-
sume a man convicted of rape would be sentenced to jail for a num-
ber of years and not permitted to get a license. I don’t see how
those two things are relevant.

The CHAIRMAN. Suppose he did not advocate rape in the class-
room, but had been convicted several times; that he was not in jail.
Would you have any objection?

Mr. AYMAN. I don’t know how he would get a license. If he didn’t
use his position in the classroom, I don’t see what the objection
would be.

The CHAIRMAN. If you were looking for a babysitter, you and
your wife were going out

Mr. AYMAN. I would think twice before using him as a babysitter.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you still have a reserve commission in the
army?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Have you ever been in the Reserves?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. You were never in the army?

AMSr. AYMAN. Yes, sir. I was in the army. I was in what is called

US.

The CHAIRMAN. What is AUS?

Mr. AYMAN. Army of the United States as distinguished from the
United States Army—people commissioned through the ranks
through OCS or some such things.

The CHAIRMAN. Did you have a commission?

Mr. AYMAN. Yes, sir.

The CHAIRMAN What was your rank?

Mr. AYMAN. I came out as a 1st lieutenant.

The CHAIRMAN You no longer have the reserve commission?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN No connection with the army?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

Mr. JONES. What do you teach at Samuel Tilden?

Mr. AYMAN. Mathematics.

Mr. JoNES. Would you agree with this statement; that the Com-
munist party is a conspiracy to accomplish the violent overthrow
of this government?

Mr. AYMAN. I am not in a position to make judgment of this. I
don’t know enough about this business.

Mr. JONES. Sir, you have been a teacher a good number of years.
Don’t you read the newspapers?

Mr. AYMAN. Yes. I know people believe it. I know it is possible
to believe it. On the basis of my own knowledge, my own analysis
of this thing, I don’t have information to be able to make such a
judgment.
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Mr. RAINVILLE. How would you determine whether they were
using their position to propagandize on your children or any chil-
dren in your care.

Mr. AYMAN. Somebody would have to observe these individuals.

Mr. RAINVILLE. But this individual would not be you? Who is
going to do that?

Mr. AYMAN. It is the supervisor’s function to observe the teach-
er’s fitness to teach.

Mr. RAINVILLE. But your particular job while you are a teacher
was to represent those teachers against such supervisory controls?
You said you were a Teachers Union representative.

Mr. AYMAN. I was advisor to those people, and as such I ap-
peared before the supervisory body, Mr. Moskoff, to help the teach-
ers. I didn’t come to protect these people. My function was, if I
thought or they thought, the individual, that he was being asked
questions which he felt wasn’t appropriate, he had a right to ask
me my reaction. My reaction in almost ever case was: “This is your
job here.”

The CHAIRMAN. Did you advise Auerbach?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir. I didn’t advise him.

The CHAIRMAN. The question was: Did you advise Auerbach to
answer in regard to his Communist connections?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Did he discuss that with you?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. You were there as his advisor?

Mr. AYMAN. Yes, I was his advisor. As a matter of fact, I met him
five minutes before we went in to see Mr. Perch. In other words,
here is what happened. Somebody would call and ask me if I would
be willing to appear with this individual and I would say, “Well,
this person is entitled to be represented, to get some person who
will represent them, and I will be willing to go.” In most cases I
hadn’t seen some of these people. Met them maybe five minutes be-
fore we went into Mr. Moskoff’s office.

The CHAIRMAN. After Mr. Auerbach made his statement, did you
make any statement in his behalf before Mr. Moskoff or whoever
was there?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Do I understand that you did nothing whatso-
ever in the hearing of Mr. Auerbach?

Mr. AYMAN. Nothing officially.

Mr. Auerbach, when he was questioned he called me aside and
asked me if he should answer. My answer to him was: “You are in-
volved. You have to decide for yourself what you are going to do.”
The word advisor, in this case, is not technically correct verbiage.
I can’t really give a person advice which might involve a legal ques-
tion. I am not qualified.

The CHAIRMAN. In any event, when he called you aside and
asked you whether he should answer these questions about alleged
Communist activities, you didn’t advise him to answer or not to an-
swer?

Mr. AYMAN. That is correct.

The CHAIRMAN. So you didn’t feel he should answer?

Mr. AYMAN. Oh, no. I wasn’t in a position to make judgment.
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The CHAIRMAN. Do you think now that teachers should tell Mr.
Moskoff when they are called before him whether or not they are
Communists?

Mr. AYMAN. If these people feel they want to tell him.

The CHAIRMAN. I am asking you whether you think they should?

Mr. AYMAN. For myself, I would answer.

The CHAIRMAN. You are an advisor-teacher and I am asking you
a simple question. Do you think teachers who are called before Mr.
Moskoff should tell him truthfully about their Communist party ac-
tivities? Do you think that a teacher called before Mr. Moskoff or
any responsible member of the Board of Education should truth-
fully tell about any Communist activities in which they have been
engaged or do you think they should refuse?

Mr. AYMAN. Each one must decide. It is a very hard thing to tell
somebody. Each person must decide on the basis of his own convic-
tions as to what answer he should give. I can’t put myself in the
position of telling these people what they should or should not do.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you still think you are a competent advisor
to these teachers if you don’t know?

Mr. AYMAN. I am a competent advisor only in the sense that I
would go and appear before Mr. Moskoff to give advice. As to
Whgther or not they should answer or not, that I am not qualified
to do.

The CHAIRMAN. As of today you can’t decide whether all teachers
should be required to honestly tell about their Communist activi-
ties to responsible superiors?

Mr. AYMAN. That is substantially what I said before.

The CHAIRMAN. Did you ever attend any meetings of the Com-
munist party?

Mr. AYMAN. Not that I know of.

The CHAIRMAN. Were you ever asked to attend meetings of the
Communist party?

Mr. AYMAN. Not that I know of.

The CHAIRMAN. Did you ever attend meetings then or later that
you thought were Communist party meetings or dominated by
Communists?

Mr. AYMAN. I don’t believe so.

The CHAIRMAN. Would you say that the Teachers Union is Com-
munist dominated?

Mr. AYMAN. Some people say it is. From my own knowledge I am
not prepared to make such a statement.

The CHAIRMAN. You are a member of that union?

Mr. AYMAN. Yes.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you hold any office?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. And the general feeling is that the greater part
of the teachers are Communists in the Teachers Union?

Mr. AYMAN. There are a number of people who believe that.

The CHAIRMAN. That is the general feeling, isn’t it?

Mr. AYMAN. I would say “yes.”

The CHAIRMAN. Do you know that teachers who are anti-Com-
munist do not join that union?

Mr. AYMAN. Probably so, although there are people in it who are
anti-Communist. I don’t know.
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The CHAIRMAN. You are still a member?

Mr. AYMAN. Yes, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. How long have you been a member?

Mr. AymaN. I have been a member of the union since 1932 or
1933.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you intend to retain your membership?

Mr. AYMAN. Yes, unless it is declared illegal. From my point of
view it represents the best interests of teachers.

The CHAIRMAN. Did you ever ask Mr. Auerbach whether he was
a Communist?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Did you ever ask him whether he taught com-
munism in the schools?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. But you still felt you should represent him and
not ask him whether he was a Communist or not and not ask him
whether he taught Communism in the schools?

Mr. AYMAN. It is a difficult problem in the school system. People
who are called up before Mr. Moskoff have to have someone rep-
resent them. They are asked to bring along a teacher-adviser for
any reason. If you struck some child you have a right to be rep-
resented by a teacher-advisor. It is obvious that lots of people
would not go up as an advisor, because as you can gather from
this, it is implied that one who goes up is himself a Communist.

The CHAIRMAN. You said you went up as advisor, yet you did not
advise them. The man called you back and asked you for your ad-
vice as to whether he should tell the truth about his Communist
activities, and you say you refused to advise him.

What did you advise him on?

Mr. AYMAN. I gave no advice. My function is if there is any dif-
ficulties.

The CHAIRMAN. What kind of difficulty?

Mr. AYMAN. Suppose they would say, “Are you a member of the
Communist party?”

The CHAIRMAN. He did, didn’t he?

Mr. AYMAN. Either he would turn to me and say, “Should I an-
swer that question” and I would say, “That is up to you.”

The CHAIRMAN. So you wouldn’t advise him?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. So you weren’t there to advise?

Mr. AYMaN. The technical term they used was “advisor.” That is
the term they used. If they said teacher-representative, it would be
more in keeping with the meaning of the way the person does.

The CHAIRMAN. Did you talk to Mr. Moskoff in his behalf?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Did you talk to anyone in his behalf?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. In all cases where you represented people as ad-
visor, were they accused of Communist activities?

Mr. AyMAN. Well, what they were accused of, Mr. Moskoff and
in one case Mr. Perch, that was Mr. Auerbach, the statement was
made that there was reason to believe they were connected with
the Communist party or Communist activities.
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The CHAIRMAN. In other words, all cases represented by you,
they were accused of Communist activities.

Mr. AYMAN. The statement was made that there was reason to
believe. There was not an overt statement in some cases that they
were actually engaged in Communist party activities.

The CHAIRMAN. Did you ask them before you advised them
whether the statements were true?

Mr. AYMAN. They weren’t given any charges

The CHAIRMAN. Call it statement, allegations

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir, I did not.

The CHAIRMAN. So you felt you could advise them without know-
ing if the charges were true?

Mr. AYMAN. The word advise—I was simply a representative not
to perform technical duties.

The CHAIRMAN. How could you advise then if you didn’t ask
them?

Mr. AyMAN. That is not the function of the so-called representa-
tive.

The CHAIRMAN. You say you have never been solicited to join the
Communist party?

Mr. AYMAN. Maybe Bella Dodd may have solicited me.

The CHAIRMAN. Don’t you remember?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Did you ever pay any money that went to the
Communist party?

Mr. AYMAN. Not that I know of.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you subscribe to the Daily Worker?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Any Communist papers?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you belong to any Communist fronts, other
than the Teachers Union?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Have you ever belonged to any organizations
that have been listed by the attorney general as subversive or
Communist fronts?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir. Not that I know of.

The CHAIRMAN. I think that is all.

Mr. RAINVILLE. It is my understanding you did not think it was
objectionable to have Communist teachers so long as he didn’t use
his position to propagandize, so if these teachers said they were
Communists, you would still have defended them since you think
that is all right?

Mr. AYMAN. If they did not use their position in any way.

Mr. RAINVILLE. Then that is the reason you didn’t ask them. You
didn’t care?

Mr. AYMAN. I certainly wasn’t going to ask them.

The CHAIRMAN. Weren’t you interested in whether they were
teaching their students communism?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. You weren’t interested?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.
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Mr. CoHN. I thought you said that was the one condition under
which Communists should not be allowed to teach and you didn’t
even ask.

Mr. AYMAN. I am not in a position to make judgment. I don’t
watch them as teachers. I am a classroom teacher myself. That is
the function of those who are supervisors.

Mr. CoHN. The Teachers Union is Communist-dominated?

Mr. AYMAN. That is what people say. I think it isn’t. I think I
made that clear. The Teachers Union represents the best interests
of teachers and as long as it does that, I think it is a good organiza-
tion.

Mr. CoHN. Do you know Rose Russell?

Mr. AYMAN. Yes, sir.

Mr. CoHN. Do you think she is a Communist?

Mr. AYmMAN. I don’t know whether she is or not.

Mr. CoHN. Do you think she is?

Mr. AYMAN. You can ask me about anybody. Unless I know
whether they are or not I have no evidence, no way of judging.

Mr. CoHN. Unless you have evidence of your own you never pro-
nounce judgment on anything?

Mr. AYMAN. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. You didn’t answer counsel’s question as to
whether or not you think the Communist Teachers Union is Com-
munist-dominated?

Mr. AYMAN. I say people believe——

The CHAIRMAN. Do you think it is? You have been in it a long
time?

Mr. AYMAN. From my experience I don’t think so. My own opin-
ion. As long as it represents the best interest of teachers

Mr. RAINVILLE. You have been in the Teachers Union since 1932
but I thought you said you didn’t become a teacher until 1936?

Mr. AYMAN. Oh, no. I didn’t say that. I started to teach in 1927.
They asked me about Tilden High School. I don’t think I started
to teach there until 1936.

The CHAIRMAN. You can consider yourself under subpoena and
we will notify your counsel when you are to return.

TESTIMONY OF LAWRENCE FRIEDMAN (ACCOMPANIED BY HIS
COUNSELS, WILLIAM A. CONSIDINE AND JACK FISHER)

The CHAIRMAN. Will you raise your right hand? In the matter
now in hearing do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are
about to give shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth, so help you God?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. I do.

The CHAIRMAN. Will counsel identify himself for the record?

Mr. CoNsIDINE. William A. Considine, 744 Broad Street, Newark.

The CHAIRMAN. Will the witness give his full name for the
record?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Lawrence Friedman.

The CHAIRMAN. Who is the other gentleman?

Mr. CONSIDINE. Associate counsel.

The CHAIRMAN. What is his name?

Mr. CONSIDINE. Jack Fisher.
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The CHAIRMAN. I don’t think either of you gentlemen have ap-
peared before the committee before, so I will run over the rules of
the committee briefly.

The witness can advise with counsel any time he cares to. He can
interrupt the testimony. If you want a confidential meeting with
your client, we will arrange a room for that at any time during the
meeting.

Mr. CoHN. Are you at Belock Instrument Corporation now?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Yes, sir.

Mr. CoHN. For how long a period of time have you been there?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Almost three years.

Mr. CoHN. Where were you before that?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Reeves Instrument Corporation.

Mr. ConN. For how long?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Five years.

Mr. CoHN. And what did you do before that?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. I was in the navy, sir, for two years. I worked at
Camp Evans Signal Corps Laboratory for two years.

The CHAIRMAN. What kind of work did you do in the navy?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. I was an electronics technicians mate in the
navy.

Mr. CoHN. When were you at Evans?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. 1942 to 1944.

Mr. CoHN. When you were at Evans who were you living with?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Ralph Dunn.

Mr. CoHN. Anybody else?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. I was living at a rooming house in Ashbury Park
and I also lived in a dormitory at the camp installation.

Mr. CoHN. Who else lived at that rooming house?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Nobody associated with the laboratory. There
fv%re several other girls and boys, but nobody associated with the
ab.

Mr. CoHN. Do you know Morton Sobell?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Yes, sir. I met him when I was working at
Reeves.

Mr. CoBN. When was that?

Mr. FrRIEDMAN. I worked at Reeves from 1946 to 1951 and it was
during that period.

Mr. ConN. You had not known him before?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. No, sir.

Mr. ConN. Did you know him well?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. No, sir.

Mr. CoHN. Where did you work?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. I worked on the third floor in the tool design de-
partment and he worked on the second floor in the main engineer-
ing office.

Mr. CoHN. And did you know him socially at all?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. No, sir, not at all.

Mr. CoHN. How frequently did you see him around Reeves?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Very infrequently. We were not associated on the
same project.

Mr. CoHN. While Sobell was at Reeves were you handling any
project for the Signal Corps?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Yes, sir.
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Mr. COHN. Any classified?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Yes, sir.

Mr. CoHN. Did they involve radar?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Yes, sir.

Mr. ConN. Did you work on any of those projects?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Yes, sir.

Mr. CoHN. Did you do any work on the same project Sobell was
working on?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. No, sir.

Mr. COHN. Are you familiar with the projects in general terms?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. I know what the projects are, sir.

Mr. CoHN. Do you know the project Sobell worked on?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. I only knew it by name. I was not closely associ-
ated with those projects.

Mr. CoHN. What do you recall?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. I believe it was a plotting board program for the
Air Corps. As far as I know, that is the only project he was associ-
ated with.

hMr:? CoHN. What else did they have there at the time you were
there?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Well, of course we had many programs. We were
doing the Mark 5 Bomb Site for the navy. Of course, we had these
Signal Corps programs and the plotting board program.

Mr. CoHN. What is the plotting board program?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Sir, I am not too familiar with it, just in general
terms. It was plotting the inside of a trailer.

; 1‘\:1/Iay I ask one question? Some of this information may be classi-
ied.

It was associated with 584 Signal Corps Radar. That is just
about all I know about the program, sir.

Mr. CoHN. Did it have anything to do with 527 and 627?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. I don’t know what that means. I am not familiar
with those designations.

Mr. CoHN. Now, in connection with the Signal Corps project,
would people come from time to time from Evans Laboratory down
to Reeves?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Yes, sir.

Mr. CoHN. Did any of them speak with Sobell?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Not that I know of, sir.

Mr. CoHN. You can recall no instance where anyone came from
Monmouth and spoke with Sobell?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. No, I don’t, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you know Aaron Coleman?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Aaron Coleman was the project engineer on the
414A project. I was on the 414A program. I was one of the mechan-
ical engineers on the program.

The CHAIRMAN. As you perhaps know, the army intelligence raid-
ed Coleman’s home and picked up some forty-three secret docu-
ments which would be of great value to the enemy.

Do you have any knowledge of his having removed those docu-
ments?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. No, sir. No knowledge whatsoever.

Mr. CouN. Mr. Friedman, do you know a man by the name of
Carl Greenblum?
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Mr. FRIEDMAN. Yes, sir.

Mr. CoHN. When did you meet Mr. Greenblum?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. I would say 1949. He was associated in some
fashion with the 414A program and 414A Signal Corps project.
During the demonstration of the program I recall he did come up
to Reeves Instrument Corporation to witness the demonstration.

Mr. CoHN. When he came to Reeves did you see him in the com-
pany of Morton Sobell?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. No, sir, I didn’t.

Mr. CoHN. Did Sobell witness the demonstration?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. I don’t think so.

Mr. CoBN. How many people worked at Reeves then?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. I think, at that time, around one thousand.

Mr. ConN. You don’t know whether Greenblum was associated
with Sobell up there?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. No, sir. I do not.

Mr. CoHN. That was the first time you met Greenblum?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Yes, sir.

Mr. CoHN. Did you come to know him better?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. No, sir.

Mr. ConN. Is that the only time you saw him?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Subsequent to that time I have met him twice.
At the present time the Belock Instrument Corporation is about to
complete a Signal Corps contract and Greenblum was in some
small fashion associated with this program, associated with one
phase of the program. I believe I had occasion to meet him twice.

Mr. CoHN. Was Mr. Belock, head of your company, formerly with
Reeves?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Yes, sir.

Mr. CoHN. Was he the one who hired Sobell?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. I can’t answer that.

Mr. ConN. Is this Belock Company doing classified work with the
Signal Corps now?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Yes.

Mr. CoHN. Mr. Chairman, I don’t have anything more of this wit-
ness.

The CHAIRMAN. Did you ever belong to the Young Communist
League?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. You never attended Young Communist League
meetings?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Never contributed to it?

Mr. FRIEDMAN. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. I may say in your presence that we will not give
you to the press or anyone else unless you give it yourself. We have
got to call people who are loyal in order to pick up the loose ends.
If your name is given out some people might assume that you are
guilty, so for that reason unless you give them your name, it will
not be given out.

Mr. FrRIEDMAN. I would like to say, sir, that I think the com-
mittee is doing a wonderful job and I hope you continue to do so.
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TESTIMONY OF ELBA CHASE NELSON (ACCOMPANIED BY HER
COUNSEL, HAROLD I. CRAMMER)

The CHAIRMAN. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you
are about to give in the matter now in hearing will be the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

Mrs. NELSON. I do.

Mr. CoHN. Could we get the name of counsel?

Mr. CRAMMER. Harold I. Crammer, of Witt and Cammer.

Mr. COHN. May we have your name?

Mrs. NELSON. Elba Chase Nelson.

Mr. CoHN. Where do you live?

Mrs. NELSON. Winter, New Hampshire.

Mr. CoHN. What is your address?

Mrs. NELSON. The address is Hillsboro Post Office.

Mr. CoHN. Are you an organizer for the Communist party?

Mrs. NELSON. I decline to answer that question, sir.

Mr. CoHN. On what grounds?

Mrs. NELSON. It is my privilege to decline to answer under the
Fifth Amendment.

Mr. CoHN. If you feel a truthful answer might tend to incrimi-
nate you?

Mrs. NELSON. Yes.

Mr. CoHN. Were you in 1936 an organizer for the Communist
party in New England?

Mrs. NELSON. I decline to answer that, sir, on the same grounds.

Mr. ConN. Did you at that time know a man by the name of
Haym Yamins?

Mrs. NELSON. I decline to answer that.

Mr. CoHN. You refuse to tell us whether or not you know Dr.
Yamins?

Mrs. NELSON. I refuse to answer that question.

The CHAIRMAN. So the record will be clear, Yamins was the liai-
son between the Signal Corps and MIT and other labs on radar
until this investigation started.

Mr. CoHN. Did Mr. Yamins spend time in your home on frequent
occasions between 1936 and 1949.

Mrs. NELSON. I invoke the Fifth Amendment and I decline an-
swer that question on the grounds that it may incriminate me.

Mr. ConN. Did Mr. Yamins attend Communist party meetings at
your home in New Hampshire?

Mrs. NELSON. Sir, I decline to answer that question on the same
grounds.

Mr. CoHN. Were you present at meetings attended by Mr.
Yamins and Dr. Miriam Udins?

Mrs. NELSON. I decline to answer that question.

Mr. CoHN. Have you ever heard Mr. Yamins discuss classified
radar material?

Mrs. NELSON. I decline to answer that question.

Mr. CoHN. Has he discussed that in the presence of members of
the Communist party?

Mrs. NELSON. I decline to answer that question.

Mr. ConN. Have you seen Mr. Yamins recently?

Mrs. NELSON. I decline to answer that.
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The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much for the information. One
other question; I assume you will decline to answer it. Isn’t it a fact
that your home was used as headquarters for Communist cell
meetings at which certain members of the Signal Corps discussed
the work they were doing?

Mrs. NELSON. Mr. Chairman, at this time I would like to say
that I know absolutely nothing about Fort Monmouth. I had never
heard of the town, didn’t know where it was located until I read
it in the newspapers.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you know anything about Mr. Yamins?

Mrs. NELSON. I decline to answer that question, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you know anything about any of the men
working in the Signal Corps Laboratory?

Mrs. NELSON. I decline to answer. As I said, I had never heard
of Fort Monmouth or Evans Laboratory before I read it in the
newspaper.

The CHAIRMAN. You had never heard Yamins mention the lab-
oratory at Fort Monmouth?

Mrs. NELSON. I decline to answer that.

The CHAIRMAN. You are ordered to answer that. You just got
through telling us you had never heard the name Fort Monmouth
or Evans Laboratory, so we can ask you some questions.

Did you ever hear Yamins or anyone else in your home mention
Evans or Fort Monmouth?

Mrs. NELSON. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Are you sure of that?

Mrs. NELSON. Very sure.

The CHAIRMAN. I want to tell you for your benefit that we have
evidence to the contrary so you will be fully protected and can’t
claim at some future time that you were trapped into this.

Having that information, will you tell us again that you never
heard Yamins or anyone else mention Evans, the Evans Laboratory
or Fort Monmouth? Is that correct.

Mrs. NELSON. Will you repeat that.

The CHAIRMAN. Did you ever hear Yamins or anyone else ever
mention Evans or Fort Monmouth? By Evans I refer to Evans Lab-
oratory at Fort Monmouth.

Mrs. NELSON. I want to repeat that I have never heard of Fort
Monmouth until I read it in the newspapers.

The CHAIRMAN. What is the answer to my question? Yes or No?

Mrs. NELSON. No.

The CHAIRMAN. Did you ever see any material brought into your
home by anyone either stamped secret, confidential or restricted?

Mrs. NELSON. No.

The CHAIRMAN. Did you ever hear radar discussed in your home?

Mrs. NELSON. No.

The CHAIRMAN. Are you a member of the Communist party as of
today?

Mrs. NELSON. I decline to answer that question, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Are you on the payroll of the Communist party
as of today?

Mrs. NELSON. I decline to answer that.

The CHAIRMAN. Were you a Communist in 19507

Mrs. NELSON. I decline to answer that.
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Mr. JONES. Mrs. Nelson, if anyone stated to the contrary that
Professor Yamins had discussed radar material and information in
your home, would they be lying?

Mrs. NELSON. They would be lying, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. You may step down. You will consider yourself
under subpoena. We may want you later. We will give your lawyer
sufficient notice.

Mrs. NELSON. I would like to say to the committee, I wasn’t
served with the subpoena until yesterday morning at 9:30 and I
live over three hundred miles from New York and my husband is
ill. T would like a little more notice, although I see no reason why
I was called here in the first place.

The CHAIRMAN. May I have the record clear at this time that ap-
parently you weren’t found by the marshal up there until yester-
day, but you had notice a week ago that you were being called and
made a statement to the press at that time about it. If the marshal
can’t find you, if you absent yourself from your home, that is not
the fault of the committee.

Let me ask you this?

Is it correct that you made a statement to the papers in regard
to being called?

Mrs. NELSON. I did not make a statement. The reporter called
me and informed me I had been subpoenaed.

Do you imply that the marshal was at my home trying to serve
the subpoena?

The CHAIRMAN. The marshal had been looking for you a week.

Mrs. NELSON. I beg your pardon. You are absolutely incorrect. 1
was home. I want to make that very clear.

The CHAIRMAN. Ask the officer to remove the witness.

Mrs. NELSON. I can walk.

The CHAIRMAN. We will notify your counsel when we want you
back here for public sessions.

TESTIMONY OF HERBERT S. BENNETT

The CHAIRMAN. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you
are about to give in the matter now in hearing will be the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

Mr. BENNETT. I do.

The CHAIRMAN. Your name is Herbert Bennett?

Mr. BENNETT. Herbert S. Bennett.

Mr. CoHN. Where are you employed Mr. Bennett?

Mr. BENNETT. Dynamic Electronic Corporation of New York.

Mr. CoHN. And do they do any government work there?

Mr. BENNETT. Yes.

Mr. CoHN. Any classified work?

Mr. BENNETT. Yes.

Mr. CoHN. For what branch of the service?

Mr. BENNETT. We have classified contracts with the U.S. Air
Force.

Mr. CoHN. Does any of